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2 January 2007

David Poley

Chief Executive

The Portman Group

7 — 10 Chandos Street
Cavendish Square
London

W1G 9DQ

Dear David
Third Review of the code of Practice

| believe that the views of the Thresher Group were fully represented at the review meeting
which | attended on 9" November in London. It seemed to me that the majority of issues
discussed primarily affected producers rather than retailers, albeit that as retailers we have a
responsibility to ensure that products are not sold or advertised contrary to the code. There
were however three items that we wish to comment upon as follows;

Rapid Drinking

In the current climate of binge drinking we believe that the code should not encourage rapid
drinking in the context of volume i.e. one shooter or slammer would be acceptable behavior but
a session of rapidly consumed products would not. This should not prevent the marketing of
“shots” if there were additional labeling warning of the dangers of volume consumption.

Website age verification

We do not promote brands on our website at the moment but would comply with this code
should the situation change. However it seems that the majority of members attending the
meeting already operate an age verification system.

Sexual Success

This is a producer/ brand advertising issue but we feel the current code does not require
change.

Yours ifr}nerely

Phill"p/L i
Head of Central Operations.
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